THE GREAT STATE

-years behind it, as a phase, and as a phase which is
now passing, in human experience; and they are
prepared for a future society that may be ultimately
different right down to its essential relationships
from the human past. But they also believe that
the forces that have been assailing and disintegrat-
ing the Normal Social Life, which have been, on the
one hand, producing great accumulations of wealth,
private freedom, and ill-defined, irresponsible and
socially dangerous power, and, on the other, labour
hordes, for the most part urban, without any
property or outlook except continuous toil and
anxiety, which in England have substituted a dis-
chargeable agricultural labourer for the independent
peasant almost completely, and in America seem to
be arresting any general development of the Normal
Social Life at all, are forces of wide and indefinite
possibility that need to be controlled by a collective
effort implying a collective design, deflected from
merely injurious consequences and organised for a
new human welfare upon new lines. They agree
with that class of thinking I have distinguished as
the Conservators in their recognition of vast con-
temporary disorders and their denial of the essen-
tial beneficence of change. But while the former
seem to regard all novelty and innovation as a mere
inundation to be met, banked back, defeated and
survived, these more hopeful and adventurous
minds would rather regard contemporary change as
amounting on the whole to the tumultuous and